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Subject: Proposed Cricket Stadium	 - You can then submit comments on each items listed below or use your own words.  We would recommend that you submit a single topic at a time trying to focus each submission on a different aspects of this project  Examples are listed below.  The intention is to  increase the number of comments that the Board should review before the April 2nd meeting.  
· Traffic and Parking – in 2017 the university commissioned a traffic study tied to the development of the West Campus?  The conclusion at that time was that both Braddock Road and Route 123 would have to be improved before development could begin.  That was before a 10,00 seat cricket stadium was even conceived.  Why is that study being openly dismissed?  Just because the player may have changed the conclusions remain.  Why is the BOV allowing these discussions to occur and progress without first addressing the traffic situation?

· Lack of Transparency by the Administration – we have had several FOIAs that have expired with no response from the university.  After taking them to court they have said there are now 2 documents but they claim the information is privileged.  What are you guys hiding?  Why does the BOV sanction this sort of opacity and dissembling. 

· Promise of Community Outreach  - On Feb. 14 and Dr. Washington promised outreach to the communities.  We are at 33 days (as of March 18 so adjust from the date of your submission) and counting for a public face to face meeting.  Why is this administration holding off?  Why is the BOV not demanding urgent, meaningful, and frequent face to face dialogue with the community?

· Disadvantage to current county businesses – These businesses have to pay property taxes on their private operations.  Since this development will occur on state owned property there may be no provision for the private entity to pay county property tax, as the state property is exempt.  With Fairfax County proposing a 4% residential property rate increase and the reason cited is a drop in commercial real estate property taxes, doesn’t the prospect of this sort of tax evasion for this one business entity disadvantage every property owner in the county?  Doesn’t GMU look like the bad facilitator in this scheme?  Does GMU even believe that this is a fair and just picture to present as the largest public university in the commonwealth to our neighbors?  Why is the BOV willing to take the black eye? 

· Cricket is not an NCAA sport.  Why are we supporting a billionaire from MD in his dream of having a cricket field in the DC area for his private enterprise?  Go to DC where the federal govt just gave the city the right to develop the old RFK site.  They have metro available and can more readily handle the expected crowds.

· Have all 16 members of the Board of Visitors been given the fact sheet referenced as available at the December Special Session with the terms that allow the administration to execute a ground lease?  Why is that document not publicly available?  Why does the BOV not call another meeting on this subject with the full board present to discuss and re-vote?
Here is an excerpt from the BOV website that addresses how to submit bith written comments and the request to speak.  Remember the website is character limited so keep your comments concise for submission.  
1. Board of Visitors Meeting and Public Comment Session on April 2, 2024 
2. Meeting Book – Full Board & Public Comment Session – April 2, 2024
3. The April 2, 2024, Board of Visitors meeting and public comment session will be in person. Members of the public are welcome to join in person or may view the meeting live at the following link: https://bov.gmu.edu/live/.  Overflow gallery seating is available in Merten 1204.
Both written and oral comments will be entered into the public record. To register to provide oral public comment in person, or to submit a written public comment, please complete the form at the following link: https://forms.office.com/r/jmb4ZnQN3V.
 
4. It is suggested that those registered to provide oral comment arrive at the beginning of the meeting, as the time frame provided is an estimate for planning purposes only.  Time limits for oral comments may be established at the discretion of the Rector. Speakers are also encouraged to submit their comments in writing at the time of registration, in the event that time constraints do not allow all registrants the opportunity to speak. Registration for oral comments will be accepted until 9:30 a.m. on March 29, 2024, and written comments will be accepted until the full board meeting adjourns on April 2, 2024.
5. The April 2 meeting is held in preparation for the May 2, 2024, Board of Visitors meeting, where the Board will vote on undergraduate tuition and mandatory fees. The May 2 full board and committee meetings of the Board of Visitors will be in-person. Members of the public are welcome to join in person or may view the meeting live at the following link: https://bov.gmu.edu/live/.  Please check the “Meetings Postings” page of the Board of Visitors website for any updates to these meetings:  https://bov.gmu.edu/postings/.

